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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Edward Kmett (42,746) on 13 September 2006. 
IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . An image input system in which at least first and second information processing 
apparatuses are connected via a network, comprising: 

first control means in the first information processing apparatus controlling 
a first image input device connected to the first information processing apparatus; 

determination means for determining whether the image input device is 
locally connected to the first information processing apparatus or is connected via the 
network to the first information processing apparatus; and 

receiving means for receiving image data in a batch transfer mode from 
the image input device when the determination means determines that the image input 
device is locally connected to the first information processing apparatus, and for 
receiving image data in a sequential transfer mode input by the image input device, via 
an external apparatus connected to the image input device, parallel to an input process 
at the image input device when the determination means determines that the image 
input device is connected to the first information processing apparatus via the network. 
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3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. An information processing apparatus for controlling an image input device, 
comprising: 
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locally connected to the information processing apparatus, or whether the image input 
device is connected to the information processing apparatus via a network; and 

receiving means for receiving image data in a batch transfer mode from 
the image input device when the determination means determines that the image input 
device is locally connected to the information processing apparatus, and for receiving in 
a sequential transfer mode , parallel to an image input process at the image input 
device, via an external apparatus connected to the image input device, image data input 
by image input device when the determination means determines that the image input 
device is connected to the information processing apparatus via the network. 

15. An information processing method for an information processing apparatus for 
controlling an image input device, said information processing method comprising: 
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a determination step of determining whether the image input device is 
locally connected to the information processing apparatus, or whether the image input 
device is connected to the information processing apparatus via a network; and 

a receiving step of receiving image data in a batch transfer mode from the 
image input device when the determination step determines that the image input device 
is locally connected to the information processing apparatus, and receiving in a 
sequential transfer mode , parallel to an input process at the image input device, via an 
external apparatus connected to the image input device, image data input by the image 
input device when the determination step determines that the image input device is 
connected to the information processing apparatus via the network. 

22. A computer readable m e mory storage medium having recorded thereon a computer 
program to be executed by an information processing apparatus for controlling an 
image input device, said computer program comprising: 

a determination step of determining whether the image input device is 
locally connected to the information processing apparatus, or whether the image input 
device is connected to the information processing apparatus via a network; and 

a receiving step of receiving image data in a batch transfer mode from the 
image input device when the determination step determines that the image input device 
is locally connected to the information processing apparatus, and receiving in a 
sequential transfer mode , parallel to an input process at the image input device, via an 
external apparatus connected to the image input device, image data input by the image 
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input device when the determination step determines that the image input device is 
connected to the information processing apparatus via the network. 

25. A computer program embodied on a computer readable m e mory storage medium 
to be executed by an information processing apparatus for controlling an image input 
device, comprising: 

code for a determination step of determining whether the image input 
device is locally connected to the information processing apparatus, or whether the 
image input device is connected to the information processing apparatus via a network; 
and 

code for a receiving step for receiving image data in a batch transfer mode 
from the image input device when the determination step determines that the image 
input device is locally connected to the information processing apparatus, and receiving 
in a sequential transfer mo de, parallel to an input process at the image input device, via 
an external apparatus connected to the image input device, image data input by the 
image input device when the determination step determines that the image input device 
is connected to the information processing apparatus via the network. 

28. An information processing apparatus for controlling an image input device, 
comprising: 
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a determination unit that determines whether the image input device is 
locally connected to the information processing apparatus, or whether the image input 
device is connected to the information processing apparatus via a network; and 

a receiver that receives image data in a batch transfer mode from the 
image input device when the determination unit determines that the image input device 
is locally connected to the information processing apparatus, and that receives in a 
sequential transfer mode , parallel to an image input process at the image input device, 
via an external apparatus connected to the image input device, image data input by the 
image input device when the determination unit determines that the image input device 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1, 8, 10, 13, 15, 17, 20, 22, 24, 25, 27, and 28 are allowed in view of the 
Applicant's arguments (Response filed 6/16/06, pages 12-14) and the cited prior art of 
record. The independent claims recite an image input system in which a determination 
is made as to whether an image input device is connected locally or remotely, and if 
locally, switching to batch transfer mode to receive image data from the image input 
device, and if remotely, switching to sequential transfer mode to receive image data 
through an external apparatus connected to the image input device, which, in addition to 
the rest of the claim limitations, are distinguished from the prior art. For support, see 
Instant Specification (p18, line 4 through p20, line 11) 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 



than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J. Bret Dennison whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3910. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9am-5:30pm 
Eastern. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 





JBD 
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